
How to Cite a Contract 
in MLA Style: Quick Guide
for Students

When citing a contract in MLA (Modern Language Association) style, students may
find it a bit tricky since contracts are a unique type of source. However, MLA has
specific guidelines that can help you cite this legal document properly. This quick
guide, curated by BookMyEssay, breaks down how to format your citation for a
contract in MLA style.



Citing contracts in your research or academic work
ensures that you properly credit legal sources and
provides others with the necessary details to locate
and verify the contract. When using a contract in your
paper, MLA citations help your readers understand
the context and validity of your sources.



The MLA citation format for a contract varies depending
on whether you’re citing a printed document or an online
contract. Here’s the basic structure:

Format:



Title of the Contract (italicized)
Contracting parties (if available)
Date of signing
The publisher (if applicable)
The page number(s) (if you’re quoting from a
specific part)

For a printed contract, the title of the contract is italicized. The
name of the contracting parties should follow the title, and the
date the contract was signed appears at the end. If the publisher
or organization issued the contract, include that after the date. If it
is a lengthy document with several pages, citing specific page
numbers can help.



The MLA citation format for a contract varies
depending on whether you’re citing a printed
document or an online contract. Here’s the
basic structure:

Format:

Title of the Contract (italicized

Contracting Parties (if known)



Date of signing

Website or Database name

URL

Example:

Sales Agreement Between ABC Enterprises
and XYZ Ltd. ABC Enterprises, 2021,
www.abc.com/salesagreement. Accessed 5
Apr. 2025.

For online contracts, including the full URL ensures
that readers can access the same document. If the
contract doesn’t have a specific publication date, you
can include the access date instead.



The MLA citation format for a contract varies
depending on whether you’re citing a printed
document or an online contract. Here’s the
basic structure:

Contract Type: If the contract has a specific type
(e.g., "non-disclosure agreement" or "employment
contract"), include that detail in your citation.



In-Text Citations for
Contracts

The MLA citation format for a contract varies depending
on whether you’re citing a printed document or an online
contract. Here’s the basic structure:

According to the Employment Agreement Between John
Doe and XYZ Corporation (15 Mar. 2020), the termination
policy includes a six-month notice period.

If you are citing a specific page, you may use a
page number in the in-text citation as follows:



01

03

02
Consistency: Always follow the
MLA format consistently
throughout your paper

Consult Your Instructor: If you're unsure
about specific requirements for citing a
contract, consult your instructor or your
institution’s writing guide for more specific
guidelines.

BookMyEssay Help: If you need further assistance with MLA citations or other
aspects of academic writing, BookMyEssay provides professional writing
services to help students like you.



By following these guidelines, citing a contract in MLA style should be a
manageable task. Make sure to include all the necessary information and
format your citation correctly for clarity and proper credit.

Like, Share, and Subscribe for More Academic Tips!
Thanks for watching this quick MLA citation guide. If you found it helpful,
give us a like, share with your study group, and don’t forget to subscribe for
more academic tips!
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